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Hiftary of Monfieur du F——. 


Written in France, in the Summer 1790. 
(Concluded from our laft.) 


HE univerfal clamour reached the ear of his 
brother Monf. de B——-, who now, for the firft 
time, out of refpect for the public opinion, took a 
meafure which his heart had never dittated during 
the long captivity of his brother, that of vifiting 
him in prifon, Monf. de B—-—’s defign in thefe 
vifits was merely to appeafe the public; tor {mall in- 
deed was the eonfolation they afforded to his bro- 
ther. He did not come to bathe with his tears the 
bed where that unhappy young man lay ftretched 
in pain and anguifh ; to lament the feverity of 
his father ; and offer him all the confolation of' 
fraternal tendernefs ;—he came to warn him againft 
indulging a hope of ever regaining his liberty— 
he came to pierce his foul with *¢ hard Unkindnefs’ 
alter’d eye, which mocks the tear it forc’d to 
flow !’’ 

I will not attempt to defcribe the wretchednefs 
of Madame du F—, when fhe heard the report of 
her hufband’s fituation. Your heart will conceive 
what fhe fuffered far better than 1 can relate it. 
Three months after his fall, Monf. dua F— contriv- 
ei, through the afliftance of the charitable old 
rionk, to fend her a few lines written with his left 
uand, ‘ My fall’ (fays he) ** has made my capti- 
vity known, and hasled the whole town of Rouen 
to take an intereft in my misfortunes. Perhaps I 
fhall have reafon to blefs the accident, which may 
poflibly prove the means of procuring me my liberty, 
and uniting me againto you !—In the meantime, | 
truft that providence will watch with paternal good- 
nefs over the two,objects of my moft tender affecti- 
on, Do not my deareft wife, fuffer the thoughts of 
my fituation to prey too much upon your mind. My 
arm is almoft well : my thigh and foot are not quite 
cured; but I am getting better.” 

“I could not fupprefs my tears on reading that 
part of your letter, wherein you tell me that my 
dear little girl often afks for her papa.—Kifs her for 


me a thoufand times, and tell her that her papa is 
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always thinking of her and her dear mama. I am 
well convinced that you will give her the beft edu- 
cation your little pittance can afford. But above all, 
I befeech you. infpire her young mind with fenti. 
ments of piety: teach her to love her Creator ; 
that is the moft effential of allleffons. Adieu, dear- 
eft and moft beloved of women !—Is there a period 
in réferve when we fhall meet again ? Oh how am- 
ply “e that moment compenfate for all our misfor- 
tunes!” 

At length the Parliament of Rouen began to in- 
tereft itfelf in the caufe of Monf, du F—. ‘The 
confequences of his confinement were mentioned in 
that Affembly, and the Prefident fent his Secretary 
to Monf. du F—’s prifon, who. had now quitted 
his bed, and was able to walk with the aff:ftance of 
crutches. By the advice of the Prefident, Monf. du 
F— addreffed fome letters to the Parliament, re- 
prefenting his fituationin the moft pathetic terms, 
and imploring their interference in his behalf. 

It is here neceflary to mention, that Monf. de Bel 
B—, Procureur General de Rouen, being intimate- 
ly conneéted wijh the Baron du F—’s family, had 
ventured to demonttrate his friendfhip for the Baron, 
by confining his fon nearly three years on his own 
authority, and without any letter de cachet. And 
though Monf. de Bel B— well knew, that every 
fpecies of oppreflion was connived at, under the 
fhelter of lettersde cachet, he was fenfible that it 
was only beneath their aufpices that the exercife of 
tyranny was permitted: and in this particular in- 
ftance ms having been cruel felon les regles*, he 
apprehended, that if ever Monf. du F— regained 
his liberty, he might be made refponfible for his 
conduct. He, therefore, exerted all his iofluence, 
and with too much fuccefs, to fruftrate the benevo- 
lent intention of the Prefident of the Parliament re- 
fpeéting Monf. du F—. His letters were indeed 
read in the Affembly, and ordered to be regiftered 
where thay ftill remain a record of the pofillanimity 
of thofe men, who fuffered the authority of Monf. 
de Bei B— to overcome the voice of humanity ; 
who acknowledged the atrocity of the Baron du 
B—’s conduct, and yet were deaf to the fupplicati- 
ons of his fon, while from the depth of his dungeon, 
he called upon them for protection and redrefs. 

May the fate of the captive in theland of France 
no more hang fufpended on the frail thread of the 
caprice or pity of itidividuals! May juftice ereét on 
eternal foundations her proteéting fanctuary for the 
opprefied ; and may hamanity and mercy be the 
graceful decoration of her temple! 

‘The Baron du F— perceived that, notwithftand 
ing his machinations had prevented the Parliament 
of Rouen from’ taking any effectual meafures to- 
wards liberating his fon, it would be impoflible to 
filence the murmurs of the public, while he remained 
confined at St. Yon. He determined, therefore, to 
remove him to fome diftant prifon, where his name 
and his family were unknown ; and where, beyond 
the jurifdiion of the Parliament of Rouen, his 

roans might rife unpitied and unavenged. But the 
Tieoa: not daring, amidft the general clamour, to 
remove his fon by force, endeavoured to draw him 
artfully into the fnare he had prepared. 

Monf. de B— was fent to his brother’s prifon, 
where he reprefented to him, that, though he muft 
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not indulge the Jeaft hope of ever regaining his Ii- 
berty, yet if he would write a letter to Monf. 
M—, Reto: of the Seals, defiring to be removed 
to fome other place, his confinement fhould be made 
farlefs rigorous. Monf, du F— was now in a ftate 
of defperation, that rendered him almott carelefs of 
his fate. He perceived that the parliament had re~ 
nounced hiscaufe. He faw no poffibility of efcap- 
ing from St. Yon; and flattered himfelf, that in a 
place where he was left clofely confined, it might 
perhaps be practicable ; and therefore he confented 
to write the letter required, which Monf. de B~ 
conveyed in triumph to his father. There were, 
however, fome expreffions in the letter which the 
Baron difapproved, on which account he returned it, 
defiring that thofe expreffions might be changed. 
But .during the interval of his brother’s abfence, 
Manf. du F— had refleéted on the rath imprudence 
of confiding in the promifes of thofe by whom he 
had been fo cruelly Eiceived: No fooner, therefore, 
did Monf. de B— put the letter again into his hands, 
than he tore it into pieces, and peremptorily refufed 
to write another. | 

Soon after this, Monf. de B—, the ambaflador 
of the tyrant, again returned to his brother with 
frefh credentials, aod declared to him that if he’ 
would write to the Keeper of the Seals, defiring 
to be removed from St. Yon, -he fhould in one fort- 
night after his removal be-reftored to liberty. Up- 
on Monf. du F—’s afferting:that he could no longer 
confide in the promifes:made him by his family, his 
brother, ina formal written engagement, to which 
he figned his name,’ gave him the moft folemn affur- 
ance, that this ranifte fhould be fulfilled with fide. 
lity. Monf. du F— defired afew days for delibe- 
ration. and, during that interval found means of 
confulting a magiftrate of Rouen who was his friend, 
and who advifed him to comply with the terms that 
were offered, after having caufed feveral copies of 
the written engagement to be taken, and certified by 
fuch of the prifoners at St. Yon as were likely to 
regain their freedom; a precaution neceffary, left 
his own copy fhould be torn from his hands. “ 

Thus, having neither trufted to the affection, ‘the 
mercy, or the remorfe of thofe within whofe bo- 
foms fuch fentiments were extinguithed; having bar- 
gained, by a written agreement, with a father and a 
brother for his releafe from the horrors of perpetual | 
otha Monf. du F— wrote the letter requir- 
ed. * 
Soon after an order was fent from Verfailles for 
his releafe fromthe prifon of St. Yon, and with it a 
letre de cachet, whereby he was exiled to Beauvais, 
with a command not to leave that town. Monf. de 
B—, acted as a Cavalier de la Marechauffée*, con- 
ducted his brother to this place of exile, and there 
left him. A fhort time after, Monf. du F— re. 
ceived an intimation from that magiftrate of Rouen 
who had interefted himfelf in his misfortunes, that 
his father had beea on the point of obtaining ano- 
ther I. tre de cachet, to remove him from the fouth, 
of France, where he might never more be heaged 
of. ‘This gentleman added, that Monf. du F— Had 
not one moment to lofe, and advifed him immedi~ 
ately to attemy-t his efcape. 

Early on the morning after he received this intel- 
ligence, Monf, du F— who had the liberty to walk 
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alert the toss, fed from Beacwais.. The perfon 
who braaghe hii che letter fromthe magilrate, 
Waited for him at a Utede ditance from the town, 
and aeco:npanied him on his journey. When they 
reathed Lifle in Flanders not having a pafport, 
they were obliged ro wait from eleven o'clock ‘at 
nicht tilltea the next morning, before they could 
obtain permiffion from the Governor to proceed on 
their joprney. Monf. du. F— concluded that he 
was putfued, and fuffered the moft dreadful appre- 
henfions of being overtaken. His companion, with 
fomc addrefs, at length received a paflport and at- 
tended him as far as Oftend. The wind proving 
contrary, he was detained two day's in a flate of the 
inolt diftraéting inquietade, and concealed ‘himfelf 
on board the thip in which he had taken his paflage 
for England. At length the wind became favour- 
able; the veffel failed, and arrived late in the night 
at Margate. Monf. du F— when he reached the 
Englith thore, knelt down, and; in a-tranfport of 
jov, kiffed the earth of that dear coantry which had 
twice proved his afylum. | 

He then enquired when the ftage coach fet off 
for London, and was vold thatit went at foearly an 
hour the next morning, that he could not go till the 
day after, as he muft wait till his portmanteau was 
examined by the cuftom houfe officers, who were. 
now in bed. ‘The delay of a few hours in feeing. 
his wife and.chikl, after fuch an abfence, after fuch 
fufferings, were not to be endured. In a violent, 
agitation of mind, he fnatched up his portmanteau, 
and was going to fling it into the fea, when he was 
prevented by the people near him, who faid, that 
if he would pay the fees, his portmanteau fhould be | 
fent after him. He eagerly complied with their 
demands, aad fet out’ for London. As he drew | 
near, his anxiety, his impatience, and his emotion | 
increafed. His prefent fituation appeared to him 
like one of thofe delicious dreams which fometimes | 
vifited the darknefs of tis dungeon, and fora while 
reftored him, in imagination to thofe he loved. 
Scarcely could he vetinaile himfelf that he was be- | 
yond the reach of oppreffion; that he wasin a land 
of freedom ; that he was haftening every moment’ 
towards his wi'e and child. When he entered Lon- 
don, his fenfations became almoft too ftrong to 
bear. He wasin the fame place which his. wife and 
child inhabired—but were they yet alive? Were 
they in health ? Had heaven indced referved for 
him the tranfport of holding them once more to his 
kofom, of mixing his tears with theirs ? When he 


, \ knocked at the door of the houfe where he expected 


to heat of Madame du F—, he had fearcely power 
to articulate his enquiries after her and his child. | 
He was told that they were in health, but that Ma- 
dame du F—, being in a fitvation fix miles from 
j,onden, he could not fee her till the next morning, 
Moof. du F— had not been in bed for feveral nights, 
end was almoft overcome with agitation and fatigue. 
He, however, inftantly fet out on foot for the habi-. 
tation ofjhis wife, announced himfelf to the miftrefs. 
of the family, and remained in another apartment, 
while the, after making Madame du. F— promife 
that the would liften to her with calmnefs, told her 
that there was a poflibiliry of her hufband’s return 


‘to England. -He heard the fobs, the exclamations of 


his wife at this intelligence—he could reftrain no 
longer—he rufhed into the room—-he flew into her 


fom. She was unable to thed a tear; and it was. 
ot till after he had jong endeavoured to foothe her 
by his tendernefs, and had talked to her of her child, 
that fhe obtained relief from weeping. She then, 
with the moft violent emotion, again and again re. 


peated the fame enquiries, and was a confiderable 


time before fhe recovered any degree of compo- 
fure. 

All the fortune Monf, du F— poffeffled when he: 
reached London,’ was one half guinea; but his wife, 
had during his abfence faved ten’ guineas out of her 
L tle falary. You will eafily imagine how valuable 
t_is hoard became in her eftimate; when the could 


arms—he continued profing her in filence to his bo. | 
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ties of her hafband, Moaf. du F— went to Lon- 
don the next day, and hired a little garret: there, 
with a few books, a rathlight, and fome ftraw in 
which he wraped his legs to fupply the want. of 
fire, he recolleéted not the fpleador to which he had 
once been accuftomed, but the dungeon fron, which 
he had efcaped. He faw his wife and chiid once 
a week: and in thofe folitary moments when books 
failed to foothe his thoughts, he anticipated the 
hourin which he fhould again meet the objects moft 
dear to his heart, and paffed the intervals of time in 
philofophic refignation. His clothes being too fhab- 
by to admit of his appearing in the day, he iflued 
from his little fhed when it was dark, and endea- 
voured ‘to warm himfelf by the exercife of walk- 
ing. 
Unfortunately he caught the fmall-pox, and his 
diforder rofe to fach a height, that his life was def- 
paired of. In his delirium, he ufed to recapitulate 
the fad ftory of his misfortunes; and when he faw 
any perfon near his bed-fide, would call out, with 
the utmoft vehemence, ‘* Qu’on fafle fortir touts les 
Francois® ?”? Afier having been for fome days in 
the moft imminent danger, Monf, du F— recovered 
from this difeafe. ; 

_ Six months after Monf, du F—’s return to En- 
gland, his family found themfelves compelled to fi- 
lence the public damours, by allowing him a {mall 
annual penfion, Upon this, Madame du F— quitt- 
ed her place, and came to live with her hufband 
and her: child jn an obfcure lodging. Their little 
income received fome addition by means of teaching 
the French language in a few private families. 

A young lady, who came to pay mea vilit at 
London in’ 188¢, defired to take fome leffons in 
French, and Madame du F— was recommended to 
us for that purpofe. We fonn perceived in her con- 
verfation every mark ofa cultivated mind, and of 
an amiable difpofition. She at length told us the 
hiftory:of her misfortunes with the pathetic elo- 
quence of her own charming language ; and after 
having heared that recital, it required but common 
hamanity to treat her with the refpect due to the 
unhappy, and to feel for her forrows that fympa- 
thy to which they. had fuch claim. How much 
has the fenfibility of Monf. and Madame du F— 
over rated thofe proofs of efteem and friendthip 
which we were enabled to fhew them in their ad- 
verfity !—But I muft not anticipate. ’ 

On the feventh of October 1787, the Baron 
died, leavihg, befides Monf. du F—, two other 
fons, anda daughter. . 

I muft here mention, that at the time when Monf. 
du F— was confined to h‘s bed in the prifon of St. 
Yon, from the confequences of his fall, his father 
in order to avoid the clamours at Rouen, went for 
fome weeks to Paris. He there made a will difin- 
heriting his eldeft fon. By the oldlaws.of France, 
however, a father could not punith his fon more than 
once for the fame offence. Nor was there any thing 
in fo mild a claufe that could much encourage dif— 
obedience ; fince his fingle punifhment, of which 
the mercy of the law was careful toavoid repetition, 
might be extended to refide for life in a dungeon. 
Such wasévidently the intention of the Baron du 
F—: and, though his fon, difappointing this in- 
tention, had efcaped with only three years of cap- 
tivity and fome broken limbs,.the benignant law 
above mentioned interpofed to prevent farther pu- 
nifhment, and left the Baren without any legal right 
to deprive Monf. du F— of his inheritance. His 
brothers, being fenfible of this, wrote to inform him 
of his father’s death, and recalhim to France. He 
refufed to go while the lettre de cachet remained 
in force againtt him, ‘Tne Baron having left all 
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his papers fealed upy which his younger fons could 
not open but in the prefence of their brother, they 
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fent it to Monf, du F --; who j late 
for Franee, fh 3 eae ies net sa 
‘The Baron’seftate amounted to about four 
fand pounds a year, Willing to avoid a ted; 
tigation with his brothers, Monf. du F— confent 
to divide with them this property. But he ¢ a 
found reafen to repent of his imprudent generofity . 
thofe very brothers, on whom he beftowed an eaaik 


thou. 
ows |}. 


fhare of his fortune, refafing to concur with him in 


his application to the parliament of Rowen for th 

revocation of the arret agaiaft his marriage. Mont 
du F—, furprifed and fhocked at thetr refufal, ba. 
gan to entertain fome apprehenfions of his perfonal 
fafety : and dreading that fupported by the autho 

rity of his mother, another lettre de cachet might 
be obtained againft him, he liaftened back to Fp. 
gland. Nor wasit till after he had received afar. 
ances from feveral of the magiftrates of Rouen, thar 
they would be refponfible for the fafety of his perfon 

that he again ventured to returnto France, clin: 
panied by Madame and Mademoifellle du F—, jn 
order to obtain the revocation of the arret. Og 
their arrival at Rouen finding that the parliament 
was exiled, that the bufinefs could not be profecuted 
at that time, they again came back to pafs the winter 
in England, 

_ At this period his mother died ; and in the follow. 
ing fummer Monf. and Madame du F— arrived ig 
France, at the great epocha of French liberty, on the 
isth of July 1789, the very day after that on 
which the Baftile. was taken. It was then thas 
Monf. da F— felt himfelf fecure’ on his native 
fhore.—{t was then that his domeftic comforts were 
no longer embittered with the dread of being torn 
from his family by a feparation more terrible than 
death itfelf. It was then that he no more fear. 
ed that his repofe at night would be broken by the 
entrance of ruffians prepared to drag him to dunge. 





ons, the darknefs of which was never vifited by the ~ 


bleffed beams of day ! : 


He immediately took poffeffion of his chateau, 


and only waits for the appointment of the new 


judges, to folicite the revocation of the arret againt . 


his marriage. Beneath the iron hand of Defpotifim, 
Juftice and Virtue might have been overthrown. 
But happier omens belong to the new conftitution of 
France, The judges will commence their high 
office with that dignity becoming fo importam a 
truft, by cancelling an act of the moft flagrant op- 
preflion. ‘They willconfirm that folemn, that facred 


engagement which Monf, and Madame du F— 


have three times vowed at the alter of God !— which 
has been fanttified by laws human and divinc— 
which hath been ratified on earth and in heaven ! 
No fooner had Monf, and Madame du F—taken 
poffeffion of their property, than they feemed eager 


to convince us, how little this change of fortune 


was capable of obliterating, for one moment, the 


remembrance of the friends of their adverfity, 
With all the earneftnefs of affeGtion they invited us 


to France, and appeared to think their profperity 


incomp!ete, and their happinefs imperfect, til we 
You will believe that we 
are not infenfible witnefles of the delightful change 


accepted the invitation. 


in their fortune. We have the joy of feeing them, 
not only poffeffing all the comforts of affluence, but 
univerfal refpeét and efteem. 


Monf, du F— endeavours to banith mifery from | 


his poffeffions. His tenants confider him asa father, 
and “ when the eye fees him it bleflés him.” 1 
faid to one of the peafants whom I met in my w 
yefterday,  fefuis charmer de voir que Monf. eft 
fi bien aimez ici.”—* Oh peur ca, oui Madame, 
et a bonne saifon, car il nc nous fait que du 
bien* !” 


NiO) Tk 


* «¢T am happy to fee that Monfieur is jfo mack | 


beloved.” « Oh, yes, Madam, and well’ he mxyy 


| he dues nothing but good. * 
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